Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 05035 061347Z 
ACTION NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 W 

012549 061349Z/41 

O 060946Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO AMEMBASSY AMMAN IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 4297 
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CORRECTEDCOPY (TEXT EO/T AGS/SUB J LINE) 

FOR SECRETARY'S PARTY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (VANCE CYRUS) 

SUBJ: PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION ALTERNATIVES 

1 . DHADDAM'S INTERPRETER ABU FARES, WHO PARTICIPATED 
IN THURSDAY MORINIG MEETING, HAS ASKED ME TO CLARIFY 
ALTERNATIVES THREE AND FOUR AS DISCUSSED BY SECRETARY 
CONCERNING PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION. SAID HIS NOTES, 

AND THOSE OF OTHER SYRIAN NOTET AKERS, WERE INCOMPLETE 
AND CONTRADICTORY ON THESE TWO ALTERNATIVES. WOULD 
APPRECIATE RECEIVING EXACT ENGLISH TEXT WHICH ISA 
SABBAGH WAS HANDED BY SECRETARY DURING THE MEETING TO 
READ FROM. 

2. TOOK OCCASION NOTE THAT SECRETARY HAS ASKED SYRIANS 
TO FURNISH IN WRITING THEIR PROPOSED "POSITIVE" FORMU- 
LATION FOR POSSIBLE PLO STATEMENT. HAVE JUST BEEN 
ADVISED BY ABU FARES WHO CHECKED WITH FORMIN THAT 
KHADDAM DID NOT UNDERSTAND SYRIANS WERE SUPPOSED TO 
DRAFT ONE. I REPLIED SECRETARY DURING AFTERNOON MEET- 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 05035 061347Z 

ING WITH ASSAD HAD ASKED SYRIAN SIDE PUT ITS THOUGHTS 
ON PAPER AND I WOULD BE HAPPY FORWARD TEXT TO SECRETARY 
DRUING PRESENT TRIP AS SOON AS IT AVAILABLE. 

3. COMMENT. SUSPECT THAT SYRIANS WILL FEEL BOLIGED CLEAR 
ANY WRITTEN TEXT WITH PLO AND THAT FOR THIS REASON 
THEY MAY NOT REPLY VERY QUICKLY. 
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